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Dr. Anson
Spring 2026
Office Hours: 8-8:50MWF, e-mail: 

Course Description

History 30453 is a study of Roman civilization from its beginnings to the end of the Roman Republic.

Nature of Class:  This is a class with both an in-person version at 12PM in
Stabler Hall 408 and online. The class will be recorded and made available through
Google Classroom (not Blackboard). In-person students are required to be in class, but when absent they can view the class in Classroom.  All students will have access to Classroom.  All e-mail will be sent to your official UALR e-mail account. Recorded classes will be placed in Classroom usually about two hours after the in-person class (I DO NOT USE BLACKBOARD, SO DO NOT LOOK FOR MATERIAL THERE).  Questions may be asked in the class or through email or classroom.  I will send out the invitation to classroom to all who are enrolled.

Course Objectives:

1. Give students a broad understanding of events. 
2. Give students an understanding of the Roman influence on the development and basic nature of Western civilization.
3. Involve students in the process by which historians make their determinations of what happened in the past and why it happened.
4. Hone students’ skills necessary to examine and analyze written information in a critical way.
5. Sharpen students’ ability to write analytically and cogently.  You need to find your own voice.  AI cannot be used.  


Required Reading:
The following are required for this course, and all may be purchased in the University bookstore.  DO NOT PURCHASE KINDLE EDITIONS AND ONLY THESE EDITIONS MAY BE USED.

Livy.   (Penguin 978-0140448092)
	
	Polybius. The Rise of the Roman Empire (Penguin 978-0140443622)
	
	Appian. The Civil Wars (Penguin 978-0140445091)

Requirements for the Course

Exams: No Exams.

Weekly quizzes:

Each week a quiz will be distributed in class and posted in Classroom around 1PM on Wednesday.  You will have until 1PM Friday to submit your answers in class, by email, or in Classroom.  The quiz will be based on the material discussed in class or assigned that week through Wednesday’s class.  Quizzes are not cumulative.  Each will only cover the material from the previous Friday through Wednesday.  These may be handed in class or sent by email, or in classroom.  Please no screen shots.  I will return them to you the following Monday either in class or by email. Each quiz is worth a maximum of 2 points.  Quizzes may not be made up except for extraordinary reasons.


Four short papers:  

Four papers roughly 6-8 pages in length are required during the semester. Papers must be entirely based on the assigned primary reading and lecture notes, not translators’ introductions or material from secondary works (unless assigned); all statements of fact must be accompanied by in-text page numbers (only from the assigned materials) and the date material presented for class notes. These need to be noted following every statement of fact.  Paper format: Each paper must include a title clearly reflecting the content of the question you are answering; a thesis or abstract (an introductory paragraph) that briefly, but succinctly, answers the question being asked, highlighting your main conclusions. The body of the subsequent paper then supports and defends this thesis with evidence and is subsequently followed by a conclusion that refers back to your original thesis, again summarizing your major conclusions. Each paper may be rewritten once if turned in on time (as indicated in classroom and in your syllabus).  All rewrites are due one week from the date of their return.

Attendance:

Students in the in-person class are expected to attend class and those in the on-line section are required to comment in a timely fashion at least once a week in Classroom.  Each student is permitted three unexcused absences from class or from commenting in classroom.  Those with three or less unexcused comments or missed classes will have three points added to their total at the end of the semester.  

No incompletes will be given unless special arrangements have been made with me prior to May 9, 2026. Incompletes will only be given when circumstances beyond the control of the student prevent the student from completing part of the course requirements. Incompletes will not be given for the entire semester’s work. Moreover, all completed work counts; an incomplete is not a substitute for a failing grade. 

Grades will be computed on the following basis: 
20 possible points from highest 10 weekly quiz grades (two points per quiz possible)
80 possible points for the papers (20 points for each paper) 

Extra credit
3 points for three or fewer unexcused absences or comments
8 possible points for scores on more than 10 quizzes 


All grade computations are on the following basis: 
90-111 points = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
0-59   = F


Students with disabilities: Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments in accordance with federal and state law. If you are a student with a disability, or if you simply want to discuss resources that might help you learn more effectively, you can contact the Disability Resource Center at any time. You are welcome to drop in or call 501-916-3143 to make an appointment. Their staff will work with you to discuss accommodations and identify resources on campus or in the community that might be helpful for you. Accommodations are established through an interactive process. For more information, visit the DRC website or review the steps to request accommodations. We want you to know you are valued, welcome, and wanted at UA Little Rock.



Academic Dishonesty: 

For what constitutes academic dishonesty, see https://sa.berkeley.edu/conduct/integrity/definition).  Academic dishonesty can result in a failing grade for an assignment, for the entire course, dismissal from the University.  Please do not use AI in this class such use will be regarded as cheating.  Two of the things you need to acquire in college are “your voice” (the unique way you express yourself through your words, tone, and style, reflecting your individual personality, beliefs, and perspective, essentially how you speak or write, distinct from anyone else) and the ability to think critically.  Only you can acquire these, not your computer. If you do not have these, then you become superfluous in an AI world.

Students with questions about their grades: Students with questions or complaints about the grading of their quizzes or the papers should write out what the problem is and give it to me in class or send it to me by email and attach the original paper as well.  This is the forum in which such matters are to be handled.  Questions regarding the material covered in class should be asked in class or by e-mail or in classroom whenever they arise.  You are always free to ask questions over material you do not understand or are curious about.  All questions about grades must be asked within a week of the return date except under very extraordinary circumstances.  These restrictions do not apply to questions about course content, only issues which involve points on quizzes and papers are to be handled in this fashion.

Student Grievances in general: See the Dean of Students website, https://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/student-complaints/

[bookmark: _Hlk76650036]University Inclement Weather Policy
https://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/inclement-weather-policy/ 
Additionally, this particular faculty member will disband class whenever the Little Rock Public Schools are closed because of weather.  All papers and quizzes due on the day class is cancelled will be due the following available class day.  Only when closed for weather, not parent-teacher conferences, etc.


SYLLABUS


Week	Date     Topic                           	Assignment
    1	1/21      Introduction    		
	1/23      Sources	Livy pp. 29-31; Polybius pp. 41-45, 302-303, 429-451, 537-539  
		Quiz 1 (will be entirely over the syllabus)

    2	1/26-1/30	Snowmageddon      	
		

    3	2/2         Monarchy	Livy pp. 31-104
Quiz 2 (will cover 1/31  class material and reading, pp. 29-104; Polybius pp. 41-45, 429-451, 537-539)
	2/4        The Republic	Livy pp. 107-132	
	2/6        Plebeians/Patricians	Livy pp. 133-189	
		Quiz 3          	
		
    4	2/9         Decemvirate/12 Tables         Livy pp. 193-284;  12 Tables 
		found in Classroom 
  	2/11       Aftermath	Livy pp. 287-363	
	2/13       Gallic sack/ Camillus’ speech	Livy  pp. 367-435
		Quiz  4    
		First Paper due
                                               
    5	2/16       Struggle of the Orders: Compromise 		            
	2/18       Nature of new Roman state	Polybius on the Roman Constitution (pp. 302-352)
	2/20       Conquest of the Peninsula	Polybius pp. 46-7
		Quiz 5	
	
    6	2/23       Carthage 		
	2/25       First Punic War	Polybius pp. 41-110	
	2/27       Interwar years	Polybius pp. 111-177	
		Quiz 6	
	                  
    7	3/2         2nd Punic War	Polybius pp. 278-276; 395-403, 427-428
	3/4         Aftermath of Cannae	Polybius pp. 350-494 
	3/6         Rome on the offensive	Polybius pp. 404-427
		Quiz 7	 

   8	3/9         Roman victory	Polybius pp. 412-480	
	3/11       The treaty	Polybius pp.  480-483       	
	3/13       Significance of Roman victory   Polybius pp. 535-536
		Quiz 8
		Second Paper due  			  

    9	3/16        The Hellenistic world  	
	3/18        Rome in the Greek East 	Polybius pp.  43, 482-504-534   	
         	3/20        Rome in the Greek East	Quiz 9
	
    10       	3/23-28   Springbreak		 
    
    11	3/30        Consequences of empire	Appian pp. 1-5
	4/1          Gracchi    	Appian pp. 5-17
                             4/3          Marius	Appian pp. 17-20
		Quiz 10      
		
	
    12       	4/6          Social War    	Appian pp. 20-29  	
	4/8          Civil War	Appian pp. 29-58
	4/10        Collapse of Sullan Gov	Appian pp. 58-68
		Third paper due
		Quiz 11    
		
    	    
    13	4/13       Catilinarian Conspiracy	Appian pp. 69-73; Sallust handout   
         	4/15       Triumvirate	Appian pp. 73-86
	4/17       Civil War 	Appian pp. 86-125
	   	Quiz 12

    14	4/20     Caesar’s dictatorship and death	Appian pp. 125-153  
	4/22     Caesar’s heirs	Appian pp. 154-210
	4/24     Killers vs. Avengers	Appian pp. 210-276   
		Quiz 13 
    	                                               	
    15	4/27     First settlement	Appian pp. 279-315
		Fourth paper due (if you want the opportunity  to rewrite)
	4/29     Second settlement	Appian pp. 315-351 
	5/1       New Age	Quiz 14
			
    16	5/4      drop off paper	Final Fourth paper due  (turn in class, 
		email, or in classroom)
	          


	`		   THE EARLY HISTORY OF ROME

LIVY
BOOKS I-V
12Tables


Paper Topics:

          1.	Discuss Livy as an historian.

	For what purpose does he write his history?  
	What is Livy’s theory of causation?
	What are Livy’s sources?  How critical is he of his sources?

        2.		According to Livy what are the virtues of a good Roman?  Do his “virtues” correspond with those found in his history and in the 12 Tables?

        3.		Discuss the issue of debt in early Rome.  Are Livy and the 12 Tables consistent?

        4.	Discuss the issue of land reform in early Roman history.

        5.	Discuss the origins and role of the tribunes of the plebeians.

        6.	Who are the plebeians?  Pay particular attention to their agenda(s).
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        7.	What distinguishes patricians from plebeians?  What defines the 
	two groups?



Punic Wars


	                                  Polybius   
Paper Topics:

          1.	Discuss Polybius as an historian.

	For what purpose does he write his history?  
	What is his theory of causation?
	What are his sources?  How critical is he of his sources?


          2.	What is the nature of the Roman constitution during and after the 
	Second Punic War?  Is it as Polybius describes.	


         3.	What leads to Rome’s conquest of the Mediterranean basin?

         4.	Why does Rome win its contest with Carthage?




              
The Roman Revolution (Beginning)

Sources:	           Polybius (pp.  482-504, 513-534)   Appian (pp.  1-68)
Questions:

	1.          How has Roman foreign policy changed since the Second 
                                 Punic War? What is the nature of this policy?

2. What is the role of land and debt in the breakdown of the Roman Republic?

3. Was the cause of the breakdown of the Roman Republic a breakdown in the rule of law?		

4. Was the breakdown of the Roman Republic caused by “disillusion, alienation and disengagement”?

5. Was the breakdown of the Roman Republic a breakdown in morality?
	
	6.          What is the significance of the careers of the Gracchi?


	7.          What is the significance of the career of Lucius Cornelius 
             Sulla?		




The Roman Revolution (End)

Sources:	               Appian (68-351); Sallust handout
Questions:


	1.                      Is Roman politics national or personal?

2.                      What is the role of debt in the political strife of the 
                         late Republic?

	3.                      Why is Caesar successful in capturing control of the 
                         Roman state?

4.                      Many classical historians and philosophers declare 
                         that democracy always leads ultimately to 
                         dictatorship. Using the material in Appian is this 
                         true or false?  If so, why?  If not, what was unique 
                         to the Roman experience.


5.                      What has happened to Polybius’ mixed 
                         constitution?  
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